
THE ONE JESUS LOVED 
Sermon Discussion Guide 

Part 1 - Caught in the Crowds - Pastor Rob Ketterling 

Let's Recap: 
This weekend, Pastor Rob introduced a new series based on the book by Robert Crosby 
entitled The One Jesus Loves. This series will examine the six circles of relationship around 
Jesus and that as each circle shows a group closer to Christ than the previous, we should also 
be moving closer to Christ. Being the “one” that Jesus loves is available to any and all people 
because of what Christ did on the cross. 

Tune In:  
Icebreaker: Share a memorable experience you had as being part of a very large crowd? 
Were you overwhelmed?  Was the cost worth the benefit?   How do you feel about being part 
of large crowds today?  

To prepare for our discussion, please read Mark 1:32, 33; Mark 1:45; Mark 3:8; Matthew 9:36; 
Luke 9:11; John 1:37-39 (The Message Version) and Luke 11:27-28 

Go Deep: 
• As the series progresses, we will learn what circle of relationship we currently occupy in our 

relationship with Christ.  The crowd member is a person interested in watching and hearing Jesus.   
If you are currently in the crowd, what is drawing you to Christ? How does/did Jesus look to you 
when you are part of the crowd? 

• This weekend Pastor Rob pointed out that the crowd members were also bringers.   They were 
attracted to Jesus and they wanted to share their experience.  Who brought you?  Talk a little about 
that experience. 

• There are some families, churches and denominations that have a contentment with being part of 
the crowd.  They may never go any further with Jesus than that step.  Do you have an experience of 
that kind in your personal history?  Did you hunger for more when you were in that place?  

• Sometime our goals for bringing people to Jesus are too big, we want the end step instead of the 
first step.  Who in your life could you bring to simply be part of the crowd? 

Live Out: 
Pastor Rob quoted Oswald Sanders this weekend in stating the “We’re as close to Christ as 
we choose to be.”   This week, reflect on that statement.  Think about where you’ve been and 
where you are in proximity to Jesus.   Pray that you would have the desire to move closer.  
Pray that you would have awareness in what you need to do in that regard.   
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