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Jesus Christ said while on earth, “I will build my 
church and the gates of hell will not prevail.” 

Kingdom Builders is our way of leading this 
great commission through a community who 
faithfully give above and beyond.

This community, open to all, is built of individuals 
and families that prayerfully commit to give, over 
and above their tithes, to global missions, local 
church expansion, and future Christian leaders. 
“We are blessed to be a blessing,” our Lead Pastor 
Rob Ketterling often reminds us. 

“God doesn’t use superstars to do this. He looks 
at His church and says, ‘Who has something I 
can use? Who has something they are willing 
to give? Who will step out of the boat and have 
some faith?’ He wants to use regular people like 
you and me.”

The Bible shows us that Jesus gave all He had to 
reach the lost, and that there is no greater love 
than this. He asks us not to hold back in our own 
sacrifice for the Kingdom. 

Everything we do today is about building His 
church around the world. Nothing can stand 
in His way and wherever the church is needed 
most, Kingdom Builders is going to be there. 

We give so all may hear of His love and lives will 
be changed.

Global Missions

Jesus commands us to go into all the world and preach the Gospel, 
making disciples of all nations. River Valley Church gives 10% of the 
church’s general tithe to missionaries and missions organizations, and 
through Kingdom Builders gives above and beyond. As of January 
2018, 279 missionaries are financially supported by River Valley 
Church. Kingdom Builders also gives us the opportunity to support 
key missions projects such as providing humanitarian aid, church 
planting, vehicles, resources, and pastoral development. Everyone, in 
every nation, deserves a chance to hear the Gospel.

Future Christian Leaders

We are committed to raising up the next generation. They are the church 
today and the church of the future. Paul wrote in the New Testament 
to Timothy, a young leader, encouraging him to set the example in 
speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity. Kingdom Builders raises up 
our future Christian leaders to foster a love for the Bible, God, and the 
lost and inspires them to change the world. Our Kingdom Builders 
partnerships work with organizations that care for the physical and 
spiritual needs of our future leaders from birth through those beginning 
their career. We want the next generation to be inspired to serve, give, 
and love more.

Local Church Expansion

“The local church is the light of the world,” Jesus tells us in the Gospel 
of Matthew. Kingdom Builders is committed to funding the growth 
of the church locally through expanding our own campuses, planting 
life-giving, Spirit-filled churches in our communities, and ministering 
to the hurting in our own backyards. We do not do this for comfort, 
extravagant buildings, or praise, but to help more lost people to 
personally know a loving, Heavenly Father.

THE KINGDOM BUILDERS COMMUNITY

So That All May Hear



Under bright neon lights and through the shuffle of thousands of 
bodies at Tokyo’s famous Shibuya Crossing, the sounds of Lifehouse 
Church caught the attention of Yuya Konno.

The 22-year-old followed the music and found a head-banging street 
band singing about Jesus and reflecting joy. The curious encounter 
inspired Konno in a way he had never experienced.

“I realized all of them are really shining from their eyes and their smile 
was very natural,” he said in English through a Japanese accent. “They 
were not pretending. They were just full of love in that community.”                          

Street ministry through music and language teaching programs have 
become part of the DNA of Lifehouse International Church when 
reaching out to Japan’s younger generation. In June 2017, the River 
Valley Church Global Team joined Konno and other Lifehouse Church 
leaders singing worship songs on a street corner in the heart of Kyoto’s 
Sanjo neighborhood, where thousands flood the sidewalks at all hours.

Konno clapped his hands and bopped his head singing the lyrics, “I 
can’t imagine why I would do this all for hype, ‘cause it’s all to lift you 
high.” He would pause to shake hands, spark conversations and invite 
new friends to church, showcasing the same love he experienced just 
10 months earlier.

This simple exchange is what changed Konno’s heart. He wandered up 
to that Tokyo street concert believing God did not exist and scoffed at 
religion. Then his self-image began to change. 

Kingdom Builders support helps fuel revival in Japan

ONE MORE FOR YOU, 
GOD



“I didn’t have confidence at all. I didn’t know 
what value I had,” Konno said. “Then I started 
to go to church several times and God told 
me one day, ‘I love you so much.’ On that day, 
I’m totally changed.” 

Rod and Viv Plummer, former pastors of a 
thriving church in Toowoomba, Australia, 
planted Lifehouse International Church in 
2002 and it has matured into one of the largest 
churches in Japan with locations in nearly 
every major city and into six other nations in 
Asia and the Pacific.

The church, last summer, planted seeds in 
Kyoto, the former imperial capital and often-
described “heart” and education hub of the 
country, with its 17th location. The campus 
launched with the help of River Valley 
Church Kingdom Builders’ giving, $100,000, 
and a team of 12 Minnesotans serving on the 
first Global Team Japan. 

The Kingdom Builders gift also supported 
the launch of a second Lifehouse Tokyo 
campus. The funds helped rent venues and 
equipment to facilitate church in two of the 
most expensive cities in the world. 

On June 18, 2017, nearly 80 individuals 
packed an underground nightclub less than 
50 yards from one of Kyoto’s busiest streets, 
worshiping and hearing the message of grace, 
some for the first time. 

When the Plummers arrived in Japan 15 
years ago, statistics and history argued the 
Gospel could not transform this nation. The 
average church size was less than 30 with 
many Christians and pastors age 70 or older. 
Persecution during the 1600s wiped out 
Christianity in the country and in 2017 only 
one percent of Japan’s 127 million population 
claimed Christian beliefs or affiliation.

Rod and Viv rejected that premise from the 
beginning. 

“I said in my heart, that 
when you [the enemy] 
took one, I’m going to 
take 10,000 for Jesus.”

Lifehouse International Church is 
a bilingual church in English and 
Japanese. The church is filled with 
love, life and joy. It’s a group of 
people who love to get together each 
week to love God and love others. It’s 
fun, alive and life changing.

The Kyoto campus launched with the 
help of River Valley Church Kingdom 
Builders’ giving, $100,000, and a team 
of 12 Minnesotans serving on the first 
Global Team Japan. 

Global Missions

Lifehouse Church

Lifehouse Church today welcomes nearly 
4,500 people across its many campuses. The 
Tokyo campus averages about 2,000 people 
and has become the largest pentecostal 
church in the most-populated metro area in 
the world: 38 million. The Osaka campus, 
300 miles southwest of Tokyo, has grown to 
600, making it the largest known church in 
the history of this city with a population of 
17 million.  

Today Japan is widely considered one of 
the most secular nations in the world. The 
country has one of the world’s best economies, 
is a leader in technological advancement, has 
one of the best-educated societies, is revered 
for its ancient culture and art, and is one of 
the safest places on earth. 

A recent U.S. News and World Report study 
rated Japan the fifth best country in the 
world, scored on a set of 65 country attributes 
based on a collection of individual surveys. 
The United States ranked seventh. Out of 10, 
Japan received a 9.5. However, a closer look 
shows one of the country’s lowest scoring 
attributes was happiness, receiving just 3.2. 
Family friendly earned just 3.8. The suicide 
rate is the sixth highest in the world and 
second worst among the eight major nations, 
according to the most recent World Health 
Organization report. 

When we first came here, a girl in our church 
committed suicide and it was a terrible thing,” 
said Luke Kennedy, Lifehouse Church pastor 
of the Kyoto and Osaka campuses. “I said in 
my heart, that when you [the enemy] took 
one, I’m going to take 10,000 for Jesus. Now, 
I say every time someone is baptized, ‘One 
more! There is one more for you, God’.” 

The launch of the Kyoto campus concluded 
with seven individuals responding to 
the invitation to follow Jesus. Kennedy 
proclaimed after the service, “I believe we will 
see the answers to the prayers that thousands 
of martyrs prayed half a millennium ago.”



Africa’s Hope
Providing biblical training for leaders of the growing Church in 
Africa, equipping them with knowledge and the power of the Holy Spirit.

Boys and Girls Missionary Challenge
Beginning the process of missions awareness, concern, and 
stewardship in young lives by training them to give sacrificially.

China Initiative: Cultural Missionary Center
Growing coffee shop that serves as a Cultural Ministry Center  
in China.

River Valley Missionary Home
Furnished home for missionary families to live in while raising 
funding and developing ministry partners for their mission field.

Urban Tribes
Seeking to reach Africa’s fastest emerging urbanizing region in the world 
through strategic planting of high influence and high impact churches.

GLOBAL MISSIONS

2018 Project List - $3,950,000

Japan Church Plant

$100,000

Planting two new churches in the Tokyo area, 
through a vibrant church called Lifehouse 
International.

One Million Meals

$80,000

Partnership between Venture Expeditions and 
Feed My Starving Children to provide meals to 
refugees of Thailand and Burma.

Change30: Russia
Inspiring purpose in Russian orphans by providing them with the 
love, guidance and resources they need to lead fulfilling lives.



Convoy of Hope: US & Europe
Feeding children in need, providing disaster relief, training women to 
start businesses, and helping farmers in developing nations.

International Justice Mission
Rescuing and restoring victims of human trafficking and working 
with law enforcement officials to bring criminals to justice.

Cuba Church Plants
Partnering with missionaries in Cuba on projects such as church 
construction, school of theology, and pastoral training.

Global University: New Pastor Scholarships
Scholarships to Gobal University for future pastors around the 
world who need help paying for the biblical training.

Global University: Cuba Initiative
Providing biblical training for pastors in Cuba from a fully- 
accredited Christian University called Global University.

One Hope
Reaching children and youth worldwide with the Gospel message 
through print, films, storytelling, audio, and mobile apps.

500 Senders Fund

$250,000

Our vision is to raise up and send 500 missionaries 
from our church. We are helping to equip and send 
these 500.



Messenger International
Providing believers worldwide with access to life-changing 
messages through a variety of different mediums.

Network 211
Using cutting edge technology to spread the Gospel in the most difficult 
places in the world by helping people discover & grow in their journey.

Project Rescue
Rescuing and restoring victims of sex trafficking through the love 
and power of Jesus Christ.

Priority One
Dedicated to Christian leadership development through the 
building of Bible Training Centers around the world.

Russia Dream Center
A faith-based organization that finds and fills the immediate needs 
of the broken and hurting in the community.

Equip Leadership
Training Christian leaders and mobilizing them to impact their 
families, businesses and communities.

Indonesia Campus Ministry
Reaching college students in Indonesia with the Gospel through an 
International English Center.

Global Project Initiatives

$250,000

Providing support for special Global Team projects 
and initiatives in collaboration with our long-term 
missionaries.

India House Church

$100,000

Planting house churches in India and training 
church planters.

Tanzania Church Expansion
Audio equipment and furnishings for the new church we helped 
build in Tanzania in 2017.

Love Does Village (Bob Goff)
Building homes in northern Iraq to help displaced Syrian refugees.

Morocco International Church Expansion
Funding the launch of a new international church in Morocco.





Vietnam Church Plant
Building a new church in Na Trang, Vietnam, an area recently 
devastated by typhoon and floodwaters.

Turkey Church Plant
Bringing the gospel to Istanbul, Turkey through a live music café, 
Business as Mission approach.

Business as Mission
Connecting and resourcing businesses and business people to 
mobilize them for missional impact around the world.

Spain Church Expansion
Funding the launch of a new church in Barcelona, Spain.

Fire Bible
The first comprehensive study Bible, translated into Hmong, created 
to help pastors and leaders preach, teach, and reach others.

Upper Room
Supporting the persecuted Church seeking to know and experience 
God through publications, programs and prayer support.

Swaziland Campus & Carepoints
We’re committed to investing in our Swazi church plant and 
carepoints, bringing the hope of Jesus to the “least of these.”

Vietnam Bible College
Supporting the training of pastors reaching tribal communities  
in Vietnam.

Speed the Light

$250,000

Providing the essential transportation and creative 
communication equipment, like boats, cars, and 
even yaks, for missionary evangelism.

Live Dead Church Plants

$250,000

Planting churches in sensitive countries in the 
Middle East, including Iraq, Syria, Algeria and 
Yemen.

Bible Training Center in Thailand/Burma
Bible Training center for leaders in the Thailand/Burma area who 
feel called to ministry. 



The vehicle is a dusty, Jeep Rubicon, and 
the setting is the meandering roads in the 
foothills of the Himalayas in northern India. 
These barely-paved roads are only wide 
enough for one small car, but the locals have 
developed a language to safely traverse these 
routes  – one honk when approaching a curve, 
and a continual horn while rounding it. 

Having lived in India for the last 12 years, 
James can barely remember what it was like 
to drive in relative silence on the right side 
of the road. Playing his part in the local car 
horn symphony, he now navigates the hairpin 
turns with ease. Although James isn’t sure 
if he was really called to be a missionary in 
India, he knows that someone has to do it. 

With a population of 1.2 billion, there are 
more than 2,000 unreached people groups in 
the country of India. There is a reason why the 
people in this region are largely unreached. 
Even after conquering the harrowing daylong 

How generosity drives us to reach the lost

TREKKING THE HIMALAYAS

Global Missions

drive from the foothills, the journey to 
reach these people is far from over. The road 
eventually narrows to a trail only passable on 
foot, and a multi-day trek begins. 

James spends India’s dryer months leading 
trekkers eager to learn how to share the 
Gospel with people who have never heard 
the name of Jesus. He has made this trek 
dozens of times and has built relationships 
with people in each village, seeing several 
of them come to know the Lord through his 
consistent interactions with them.  

As a LiveDead missionary supported by 
Kingdom Builders, James doesn’t take 
generosity for granted. The Jeep he drives was 
funded by the generosity of others. Several 
times a month, this Jeep makes the 10-hour 
drive north transporting missionaries and 
Global Team trekkers, supplies and food, and 
most importantly, the hope of Jesus. 

While our comfort zone seems safest in a 
world in turmoil, Jesus continues to call us 
to go and make disciples of all nations. With 
the gift of salvation comes the burden of the 
Great Commission. Until every ear has heard 
the name of Jesus Christ, we must continue to 
pray, send, and go. 



At first glance, the map depicts nothing out of the ordinary. Four 
push pins anchor the laminated three feet by two feet map of the 
greater Twin Cities metro to a wall at the River Valley Church campus 
formerly known as the Edina Area campus. Yellow and pink post-it 
tabs scattered across cities are barely noticeable.

The significance of this map, however, is much more than just wall 
art. It represents the vision and fulfillment of the future home of the 
Crosstown campus. 

On Decemeber 2, 2017, River Valley lead Pastor Rob Ketterling 
announced we fulfilled our 2017 Kingdom Builders goal, and the $2 
million needed to begin construction of the new Crosstown building 
and home in Minnetonka. 

Our vision is to reach the Twin Cities area with a series of local churches 
minutes from their home where they can invite neighbors, friends and 
co-workers. This vision for one church, multiple locations began when 
the key leaders pulled out the map that now hangs on the office wall 
and began identifying possible future campus locations.

Edina and the neighboring communities were among the first cities 
Pastor Rob felt called to reach. His father Bob worked at Edina Key 
Cadillac most of his life, and Pastor Rob had the vision to minister to 
the people his dad served for so many years. 

River Valley has since grown to eight campuses throughout the Twin 
Cities metro and one in Swaziland, Africa. 

Building the local church is one of Kingdom Builders’ core values. 
More than $3 million was raised for the expansion of the Edina Area 
campus, now Crosstown, and Apple Valley campuses in 2017. The 
Edina Area campus has raised more than $3 million over the past two 
years for the building project.

“The local church is vital to the expansion of Jesus Christ’s Kingdom 
around the world,” Pastor Anthony Richards, Crosstown Campus 
Pastor, said. “It’s definitely part of the vision.”

“Our neighbor needs Jesus just as much as the person on the other side 
of the world. Both are important. The local church is a place for people 
who are our neighbors, friends, coworkers and relatives to come find 
Jesus, and find their hope, calling and purpose in Him.” 

River Valley searched for a location in Edina for several years, yet no 
doors opened. The search eventually shifted to neighboring cities and in 
2016 the city of Minnetonka welcomed the church into its community. 

The new Crosstown campus building is centrally located within two 
miles or less of four major highways and visible from Crosstown 
Highway 62, where more than 30,000 cars pass by each day. 

“It was God opening the door and rolling out the red carpet,” Pastor 
Rob said. “I just felt God say, ‘I’m giving you this so you can reach 
everybody around the Crosstown arterial. From Eden Prairie, 
Minnetonka, Hopkins, St. Louis Park, Richfield, Bloomington and 
Edina.’”

Crosstown campus fulfills vision to expand local church in 
southwest metro

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR



“One of the things that is very strategic about this location is it will 
allow us to launch campuses because of where we draw people from.” 

Tracy Greer, her husband Darren and their two boys, began attending 
the Edina Area campus in 2013 with a heart to help plant a church. In 

April 2017, the Greers moved to Chaska believing the new Crosstown 
campus would one day help launch a future River Valley location in 
their community. 

The couple began leading a family lifegroup in Chaska and continues 
to help raise up future leaders in their city. 

“We have excitement of what is to come, where there are people in 
need, to have a local church that is right in the community embracing 
the families,” Tracy said. “Now we’re waiting, praying and connecting.” 

The Crosstown Campus is expected to open its doors to the surrounding 
communities and welcome many new people in late 2018.

“The local church is a place for people 
who are our neighbors, friends, 
coworkers and relatives to come find 
Jesus, and find their hope, calling and 
purpose in Him”

Local Church Expansion





A sweep across the downtown skyline 
reveals two towering domes representing 
the long-established religious culture and 
the political prowess of an otherwise humble 
city. Well established in the other Twin City, 
River Valley is building off the success of 
Minneapolis with Saint Paul to be the newest 
home to a River Valley Campus that hopes to 
make Jesus the center of this ever-changing 
city.

Its people define the vibe of every city, 
and Saint Paul is no exception. Many first-
generation immigrants have settled here since 
the beginning, creating vibrant communities 
and a diverse socioeconomic landscape. As 
we follow God’s lead to launch a campus in 
Saint Paul, we are embracing the variety of 
backgrounds in the community and believe it 
to be a beautiful expression of God’s design 
for His church.

Saint Paul is also home to several universities, 
colleges, and seminaries. Investing in the 
students and faculty of these schools allows 
us to influence the future of organizations, 
government, business and more for 
generations to come. We often say we would 

give anything to reach the next generation 
and a strong presence in these schools will 
lead the way in our vision for growth.

Now is the time to expand into Saint Paul 
and God has raised up leaders from within 
our church to lead the way. Pastor Davey 
and Nicole Collins have served faithfully as 
volunteers, interns, and youth pastors at our 
Apple Valley campus for the last several years. 
“We are so excited and honored to be stepping 
into our YES by launching our ninth campus! 
We know as Saint Paul is our state capital, 
with strong pillars of business, religion and 
entertainment – we need to make Jesus the 
center of this city.”

When we launch a new campus, we do so 
prayerfully and strategically. We believe God 
has called us into the city to serve people, 
lead people to an authentic, life-changing 
relationship with Jesus and send people as 
missionaries across the world. Kingdom 
Builders will be instrumental in launching 
this new campus in the fall of 2018.

River Valley Church launches ninth domestic campus into 
the heart of culture and politics.

EXPANDING INTO THE 
CAPITAL CITY

Local Church Expansion





Ministry Center for the Blind
A ministry to the blind creating quality, accessible materials for the 
visually impaired.

The Life Center
Urban ministry center in Minneapolis committed to transforming 
impoverished people through the power of Christ.

Campus Communities Local Outreach
Community outreach projects specific to the communities of each 
of our metro area campuses.

Church Multiplication Network
Equipping and funding leaders to plant healthy, spirit-empowered 
churches across the United States.

Indiana Church Plant
Sending one of our staff to plant a life-giving, spirit-empowered 
church in the growing Indianapolis area in the fall of 2018.

Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge
A Christ-centered organization focused on helping people gain 
freedom from addictions and other life-controlling issues.

LOCAL CHURCH EXPANSION

2018 Project List - $1,350,000

Minneapolis Campus Expansion

$250,000

Locating a larger facility to make room for growth 
at our Minneapolis campus.

Woodbury Campus Expansion

$500,000

Locating a permanent facility to lease for our 
Woodbury campus to reach more families in this 
growing community.

New River Valley Campuses

$250,000

Our vision is to launch 12 new campuses within the 
Metro and in key communities throughout greater 
Minnesota.



River Valley NextGen Pastor Terry Parkman saw generosity through 
a new lens when he joined the church staff nearly three years ago, “I 
believe the generosity that River Valley has through Kingdom Builders, 
by funding students one time in their high school career to go on a 
Global Team, helps them to get that change of pace and place so they 
can hear from God in a brand new and unique way.”

Maddie Gjorvad experienced this for the first time at age 14 during her 
first youth Global Team to El Salvador. The next year she traveled to 
India and in June 2018 will be sponsored by Kingdom Builders for the 
first time to travel to Thailand.

Gjorvad and friend Tina Sheehan, both 16-year-olds at Prior Lake 
High School and part of the Shakopee campus, started the lifegroup 
“Girls on a Mission” and now leads “Youth Global Talk.”

God often reminds Gjorvad during lifegroup conversations how He 
spoke to her while on Global Teams.

During a prayer walk through Rishikesh, India, she remembers, “The 
Lord said, ‘You’ve seen the harvest and you’ve seen the laborers, will you 
go?’ It is an ongoing process of continuing to say yes to God, whether 
that means moving across the world or reaching my neighbors here in 
the United States.”

“When River Valley sends students on Global Teams, we get closer to 
God and realize more about His calling and purpose for us. It shows 
how much River Valley believes in the next generation and how much 
they can change the world.”

The mantra of our students at River Valley YTH is “Pray. Give. Go.” in 
regards to generosity. We believe that when a student prays for God’s 
will and needs in His Kingdom, their heart becomes ignited with 
passion for the lost. When they give, they make themselves part of 
the solution. When they go, they get a heart for what God is doing all 
across the globe. They develop a desire to be a part of the Kingdom-
building change God wants to bring to earth.

River Valley youth finding purpose and direction on  
Global Teams

RAISING UP FUTURE 
KINGDOM BUILDERS

Future Christian Leaders

For the last several years, our youth ministry has been part of the top 
three giving youth ministries in the country, and the highest giving 
youth ministry for the previous two years. Each year has been record-
breaking, with this year being no different, as our students gave 
almost $166,000 to Kingdom Builders! This doesn’t happen overnight; 
instead, each year builds on the last as our students continuously live 
in a culture of generosity.



Minnesota Foster Care
Supporting existing foster parents, and encourage new families and 
individuals to be involved in the process.

Wildwood Hills Camp
A ranch in Iowa transforming lives and strengthening communities by 
providing healing, hope, and God’s love to at-risk youth. 

North Central University Support
A college focused on equipping and sending leaders into the world to 
bring the love of Jesus further than we could on our own.

UNITE Outreach 
Partnering with PULSE Ministries to host the largest youth 
gathering, prayer event, and food drive in Minnesota history.

Mercy Multiplied
Helping young women break free from life-controlling behaviors and 
situations so they experience God’s unconditional love.

River Valley Network
Offering innovative resources, events and training opportunities, 
along with relationship-building for churches all over the nation.

FUTURE CHRISTIAN LEADERS

2018 Project List - $940,000

YTH Global Teams

$600,000

Every other year we invest in the next generation by 
sending qualifying high school students on a  
Global Team.

River Valley Leadership Institute

$75,000

Raising up thousands of future leaders, providing 
interns with a community, opportunities in the 
church, and leadership labs.



The dining room table in the Fletcher home 
is often covered in beads, wires and tools. 
A large surface is necessary for 12-year-old 
Gabi Fletcher to set up her workshop where 
she can piece together bracelets, necklaces 
and other accessories. 

The custom jewelry pieces ranging from $8 
to $22 have become popular beyond just 
friends and family. The products often sell 
out at events including Sparkle, River Valley’s 
annual women’s conference. 

The total sales Gabi began accruing would 
inflate any person’s piggy bank or make nice 
spending cash. Gabi had other plans for the 
money. 

“I’ve had a missionary heart since I was 
younger. So about two-and-a-half years ago 
my friend Gabby Pahl started selling scarves 
to raise money for Kingdom Builders and 
that really inspired me. So I just kept praying 
about the goal God was going to place on 
my heart and He placed $5,000. I was able to 
reach that goal this year!”

12-year-old uses talents to raise thousands for  
Kingdom Builders

MADE FOR MORE

On Kingdom Builders Miracle Offering 
weekend, Gabi walked to the altar and 
handed off the final $1,000 to complete the 
exceptional goal.

Before Gabi took her first breath outside 
mother Jennifer’s womb, the parents knew 
she would be a special child. 

“I still want to be a 
missionary. I can’t go 
now. But just giving, 
that’s a little bit of being 
a missionary when you’re 
younger.”

About six weeks into Jennifer’s pregnancy, 
she required emergency surgery after nearly 
losing her life from internal bleeding and 
lost the baby due to complications from an 
ectopic pregnancy. Four days later, a follow-
up ultrasound revealed another heartbeat. 
Jennifer learned she had been pregnant with 
twins.

“That was Gabi,” she proclaimed about the 
surprise news.

Yet, doctors warned the couple the remaining 
pregnancy would be high risk and presented 
the option to terminate at 20 weeks. Instead, 
the Fletchers chose to stand on God’s Word 
and rebuked the fear of the possible outcomes 
doctors instilled in the couple.

Gabi was born on July 18, 2005. She battled 
complications and a poor diagnosis in the 



days after birth, but today is a healthy 12-year-
old.

“She fought really hard to get here,” Jennifer 
said. “So it was just clear that God had a 
special plan upon her life and the enemy 
has tried to harm that quite a bit. So we just 
exercised our faith from the very beginning 
of her life, from conception to now.

“This [commitment to Kingdom Builders 
and missions] is confirmation God has really 
amazing plans for her. It is a miracle I’m alive, 
and a miracle she’s alive and who she is.”

At age 7, Gabi shared with her mom, “God 
told me I would one day be a missionary.” 
Since that young age, the stories Gabi would 
hear from missionaries in Go Kids at the  
Shakopee campuses have inspired her to do 
more. 

She believes no matter what age you are or 
how God has called you to give, you can give.

“I think it’s really cool all the money that 
goes in Kingdom Builders and how many 
lives it touches,” Gabi said. “We don’t always 
see it, but believing that it is going to go and 
multiply in other people’s lives, and hopefully 
bring them to Jesus”.

“I still want to be a missionary. I can’t go now. 
But just giving, that’s a little bit of being a 
missionary when you’re younger.”

Learn more about the projects we’re giving to by 
visiting us online at rivervalley.org/KingdomBuilders. 

To give to Kingdom Builders right now, 
text “KB” to 28950.

Follow Kingdom Builders on social media 
@rivervalleymn for weekly updates.

HOW DO I GET INVOLVED?



The Birth of Kingdom Builders

Years ago, River Valley was raising money for buildings and raising 
money for missions, separate from one another. When we raised 
money for buildings, we went way over and above - and then dropped 
down, and didn’t raise as much money for missions. Then we realized 
there has to be a better way to do more than just build buildings. 
They’re important, but we are on mission for more than buildings - we 
are called to reach the world for God!

It was then that Kingdom Builders was birthed. It was that desire to 
do more to build the Kingdom of God. We can do something globally 
on a grand scale; we can do something locally on a grand scale; we 
can do something for future Christian leaders and invest in the next 
generation.

It’s more than money - it’s mission, it’s people, it’s making a difference. 
See the people, not the globe, that need to hear the Gospel for the first 
time. People’s lives are being changed! 

Through Kingdom Builders, it gives meaning to the over-and-above 
giving to advance the Kingdom of God. It’s about Jesus, His Church, 
and the least of these. 

THE HISTORICAL IMPACT OF
KINGDOM BUILDERS

2018 Kingdom Builders Goal
$6.5 MILLION

Over the last nine years, 
Kingdom Builders 
has given over $26.5 
million to missionaries, 
ministries and 
organizations all over the 
world.



We invite everyone to be a part of the Gospel life 
change that’s taking place in people’s lives globally, 
locally, and inside the hearts of our future leaders 

through Kingdom Builders. Now is the time to step 
into the Yes – step into giving, step up to generosity, 
and step out in faith. There is a supernatural power 

when everyone is involved.

Everyone is part of this vision.

How will you make a difference in 2018?

STEP IN

STEP INTO THE YES

STEP UP

STEP OUT

Step in for the first time - begin giving to Kingdom 
Builders today, why wait?

Step up to new levels of generosity – increase your 
commitment to what God is doing through the 

Kingdom Builders community and lead the way!

Step out in faith – reach further than you ever 
imagined and watch how God takes you on an  

adventure of generosity and faith!



We are blessed to be a blessing.


